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" The Countess d'Egmont heard this recital
with horror. At the same instant, her mother
entered, and, on her knees, besought her daughter
to avert her eternal damnation. Madame d'Egmont
tried to calm her own and her mother's mind.
' What can I do ? ' said she, to her. ' Consecrate
yourself wholly to God,' replied the director, * and
thus expiate your mother's crime.' The Countess,
in her terror, promised whatever they asked, and
proposed to enter the Carmelites. I was informed
of it, and spoke to the King about the barbarous
tyranny the Duchess de Villars and the director
were about to exercise over this unhappy young
woman; but we knew not how to prevent it.
The King, with the utmost kindness, prevailed on
the Queen to offer her the situation of Lady of
the Palace, and desired the Duchess's friends to
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persuade her to endeavour to deter her daughterf crime.'
